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Bishop Blase Cupich, STD was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Omaha in 1975. He studied at the College of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, the North American College and Gregorian University in Rome and The Catholic University of America, where he earned a doctorate in sacramental theology. He taught at Paul VI High School (1975-78) and Creighton University in Omaha (1980-81) and was Omaha archdiocesan director of divine worship and youth ministry (1978-81), secretary of the Apostolic Nunciature in Washington (1981-87), pastor of St. Mary’s Parish, Bellevue, Nebraska, rector of the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio (1989-1996) and pastor of St. Robert’S Parish, Omaha. He was named bishop of Rapid City, South Dakota in 1998 and bishop of Spokane, Washington in 2010. He has served on the Board of Trustees of St. Paul Seminary, University of St. Thomas (1999-2009), the Apostolic Visitation to seminaries (2005-06), and several committees of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), including the Committees on Vocations (chair 2004-07), and Protection of Children and Young People (2005-06, chair 2008-present). He also serves on the board of Catholic Extension and the Executive Committee of Catholic Mutual Group.
Diane M. Knight, ACSW, CISW has been a social worker for 40 years and spent the first 20 of those years working in child protection and related child welfare services for Milwaukee County Department of Social Services. She worked for Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee for 16 years, the last seven as executive director. During those years she worked with the archdiocese to develop policies, practices and procedures regarding clergy sexual abuse. She has served on the Archdiocesan Community Advisory Board since 1993, which, along with the diocesan review board, advises the Archbishop of Milwaukee on response to victim/survivors and the ongoing work of creating safe environments for children. In addition she serves on the Milwaukee Area Review Board, which advises the major superiors of religious men on matters relating to sexual abuse of minors, including review and investigation of allegations. She also served on the Code of Ethics Task Force of Catholic Charities USA and serves on other boards and committees in the Milwaukee metro area. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Social Welfare (1970) and Master’s degree in Social Work (1975), from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She was appointed to the USCCB National Review Board in June of 2007 and was appointed as chair in June of 2009.
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