Sample Bishop’s Letter

May be read from the pulpit or inserted into the parish bulletins.

Fight Poverty in America.

Defend Human Dignity.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

The Collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) is approaching in our diocese. This Collection supports works of charity and justice by funding community groups whose goals are to solve problems and change policies that keep low-income residents in poverty. 

One Florida group receiving funding from CCHD, composed of 20 churches, is called Hillsborough Organization for Progress and Equality (HOPE). HOPE stepped in to support children at risk of school failure. The group worked with the school district to develop a program through which suspended students attend a supervised site during their suspension. There, they do schoolwork, receive academic help from a teacher, and spend time with a counselor to deal with the underlying problems that led to suspension. Students who may have become stuck in a cycle of misbehavior and punishment are now improving their conflict management and academic skills, setting the stage for a more secure future. 

Groups who receive funding from CCHD find problems that affect them and then work to find just solutions. Through CCHD, the Catholic Church is working to seek justice and reflect Catholic social teaching. Please help the efforts of CCHD to break the cycle of poverty. Fight poverty in America. Defend human dignity. Support CCHD in the upcoming Collection. Please remember: 25% of our local Collection’s proceeds stays here in our diocese to fight poverty in our communities and defend the dignity of our neighbors.

For more information about the Collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development and the groups it funds, please visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections. 

God bless you,

Name, title, diocese, and signature of bishop

